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By 7
iy ‘#e'f
fe?‘e@ to clean the garage doot. The
-maydi said he would help. The
couple tefused their offets and ig-
_pored the citation. ™

1t is not the first showdown be-
tween Stamford and the couple
gver the property, which was first
cited for blight in 2012 for debris.
The city sued Ms. Lindsay-thefal—
lowing year for disregarding that
citation, and the fees, which con-

inue o accumulate, exceed

!—SLBD,O{]D. The city is now trying to
acquire the property in a foreclo-
sure lawsuit scheduled to go o
trial on March 7.

The couple said the graffiti was
the latest in a string racially moti-
vated insults direcied at them, €5~
pecially Mr. Charles, a Haitian im-
migrant. Ms. Lindsay said that
since the couple moved in the
house in 19989, several people in
the area have repeatedly yelled

Kristin Hussey reported from
Stamford, and Malthew Haag
from New York.

ARt AR 4L a Bt e

say arrange a meeting with Stam-
ford detectives on Tuesday. There,
Ms. Lindsay said, she provided
the police with names of several
people she suspected might have
written the slur. Mr Jankowski
said officers had then talked with
those people, who had also been
interviewed last month, but
gained no new leads.

The vandalisi came at a time
when federal authorities have re-
corded an uptick in hate crimes
across the country. On Tuesday,
President Trump denounced a
wave of anti-Semitism, including
threats made against dozens of
Jewish community centers.

Jack Bryant, the president of
the Stamford N.AACPE, who
joined the couple at the news con-
ference, said he had been watch-
ing for other signs of racism in the
city after the election of Mr
Trump and the vandalism.
Slightly more than half of the
city's 126,000 residents are white,
according to the latest census esti-
mates.

“To say that Stamford has no

~

Aoy

racism, 1 cannot say that,” Mr
Bryant said. “People who had
those feelings inside of them feel
more comfortable with getting
them out in public now because of
the new administration.”

Mr. Bryant said he and board
members with the NAACPE
chapter are scheduled to meet
with the Stamford mayor and the
police chief at City Hall on Mon-
day to discuss the vandalism.

In Stamford, hate crimes are
rare, Mr. Jankowski said. A man

~A

was charged with a hate crime in
Qctober after an immigrant was
beaten with a broomstick. Last
summer, the EB.L and Stamford
police disrupted a potential attack
on a synagogue. Mr Jankowski
said that a case of racist graffiti
was so uncommon in Stamford
that “no one can remember in the
past 20 to 30 years of anything like
this.” J——
The.eoniflitts between the.gou-

plgdnd the city started in October:
2012. Ms. Lindsay, who O\rjas/phg

CH?{I’S’T’OH%ER CAPOZZIELLO
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property, had debris in her yard
and a Dumpster for repairs after
the house had flooded. The city
told her to clear the property. She
gaid she later cleaned up her yard,
but Mr. Cayo said the blight cita-
tion remains. In Novemnber 2012, a
$80 daily fine started. The city
sued Ms. Lindsay in 2013 for non-
payment of the fines.

After a hearing last fall, Mr
Cayo said Ms. Lindsay was cited
for more blight — an unstable
wocden deck in the backyard, and

LIS LI Lhifn AAILSTey ATaan ey e emmny

But she still faces a total of 5190
in fines a day for the 2012 case and
the vandalism.

The city will try to acquire the
one-story, light blue house in the
foreclosure trial next month.

Mr. Cayo said the fines were not
worth negotiating now because
the city has the upper hand in the
coming trial. “I do't see how 1 can
win the case,” Mr. Cayo said,

Ms. Lindsay’s strongest de-
fense, he said, was a long-shot —
the possible testimony of a former
Stamford mayor, Michael Pavia.
According to Ms, Lindsay, Mr. Pa-
via promised her as mayor that
the city would not try to take her
home from her, Mr. Cayo said. Mr
Pavia, who left office in 2013, did
notreturn messages seeking cony
ment. )

Ms. Lindsay said she had nc
plans to change her position onre:
moving the slur. “The thing stays
upuntil they take us seriousky anc
possibly allow us to have some
sort of lifestyle in this neighbor
hood,” she said.
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Lincoln Cen&%erRe

By COLIN MOYNITIAN

Jenny Heinz, a longtime Metro-
politan Opera and Mew York Phil-
harmonic _subscriber, calculates
that over the past ears, she
has been to hundreds of per-
formances at Lincoln Center. But
when she showed up this month at
David Geffen Hall to see the Buda-
pest Festival Orchestra, she was
barred from attending when she
refused to remove an 8-by-l-inch
sign affixed to the back of her
jacket.

It read: “NO! In the name of hu-

manity we refuge to accept a fas-
cisf@%eﬁca““f' s
Ms. Heinz, 72, said she had been

wearing the sign since she at-
tended a protest outside Trump
Téwer in November. Though she
had been looking forward to see-
ing the orchestra, partly because
ohe of its cellists was almost
stopped from entering the United
States by President Trump’s trav-
eiban, she said that given a choice
bétween the performance and the
sig osethesign. ~
“At what point does one draw
the line?” she said recently by
phone. “We're talking about free-
dom of expression.”

Officials at Lincoln Center re-
funded Ms. Heinz's ticket, but this
week they declined to discuss why
she had been blocked from the
performance. Ms. Heinz, though,

said in an interview thag during a
later meeting she had with center

S,
h Y]

oflicials — arranged by the.civil
rights lawyer Norman Siegel —
the instifution’s vice president. for-

téF Flamn, toid ReT T
were nof allowed mside the per-
fdm&m@nce halls or on the plaza otii-
Side.
The dispute seems io illustrate
the conflict between those who
view cultural institutions as bas-
tions of free thought that should
embrace activism and those who
tHink that o protect the primacy
of the periormance, political state-
ments should be limited to those

Lo

coficert halls and operations, Pe-:\

i
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fusesPatron With Anti-Trump éign, Stoking Debat

R

L

made by the argists and the art.

Timothy Biel, a fellow patron,
who met Ms., Heinz outside the
concert on the night she was
turned away, later sent a letter of
complaint to Lincoln Center. “The
freedom of expression is the very
foundation on which art is built,”
he wrote. “Are you going to allow
the dialogue between art and de-
mocracy to come to an end?”

In its only comment about the
incident, the center issued a state-
ment that said: “Lincoln Center's

F]-{(IVT(}GRAWS BEY GEORGE ETHEREDLE FGR THE NEW YORK TIMES
Jenny Heinz at her Upper West Side apartment. She was barred
from a performance by the Budapest Festival Orchestra this
month after she refused to remove a sign affixed to her jacket.

founding mission is to bring the
world's greatest artists to the

JDroadest posgible audience. Ev-
ery day we Strive to-gfo anen-

vironment that cultivates the spe-
cial and uninterrupted connection
between & diverse array of per-
formers and patrons, enabling a
multitude of curated experiences
for our 8.5 million annual visitors
and artists.”

In his remarks about the sign is-
sue, Mr. Flamm appeared to be re-
lying on a 2002 federal court deci-

e on Activism

sion that said Lincoln Cente
cowld prevent leafleting and dem
onstrating on the plaza. Mr. Siege
said that a lawyer for Linceln Cer
ter told him during a recent cor
versation that a message like th
one conveyed by Ms. Heinz's sig
would have been allowed if it ha
Been displayed nstead on a1l
shirtoronal Buta ———

“From a policy point of viev
what Lincoln Center is sayin
doesn't make very much sense
Mr. Siegel said. After all, he addex
Ms. Heinz's sign would not hav
been visible within Geffen Ha
once she sat down, so it would nc
have disturbed the performance

Policies at other institutior
vary. Radio City Music Hall has
clear code, outlined on its websit
that says signs and banners a
not aflowed “at any time.” Syn
eve Carline, a spokeswoman f
Carnegie Hall, said it had no sp
cific policy on signs, but adde
“However, if there is activity
any kind in the hall that disrup
the experience for artists or p
trons, obstructs the view
concertgoers, or interferes wi
safety, etc., our policy isto addre
it immediately on a case-by-ca
basis.”

Ms. Heinz said that during h
meeting with Mr. Flarnm, she h
urged the center to embrace ¢
bate, pointing to the Metropolit
Operas controversial 2014 pi
duction of “The Death of Klingh
fer” about a Jewish Americ
cruise ship passenger killed by
jackers from the Palestine Libe
tion Front, as an example of tt
sort of engagement. Those p
formances produced vocal p
tests by demonstrators who 1
fied inside barricades that lir
Columbus Avenue outside Linc
Center but did not reach into
plaza.

“The arts have always been
litical,” Ms. Heinz said, “Evenif
disturbing to some people, it g
them to move for a moment int
place where they think ab
what is happening”

e aie ved (- ww(,{-af

Learn more or subscribe by visiting NYTIMES.COM/EDUGIFT
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&lhe New Work Fimes HELPS STUDENTS SUCCEED — IN COLLEGE, IN THEIR CAREERS, IN LIFE

GIVE A DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION TO A STUDENT AT THE EDUCATION RATE
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Scotland Yard”
jFor First Time

By KATRIN BENNHQ

Cressida
Dick left Scotland Yard three
years ago, she said she hoped that
one day a woman would lead
Britain's biggest police force to
show that it was “modern and rep-
resentative” .

On Wednesday, those hopes
were realized when Ms. Dick her-
self was named the first female
police commissioner in Scotland
Yard's 188-year-history.

A onetime beat cop in London's
West End, Ms. Dick, 58, said she
was “thrilled and humbled” by the
appointment.

“This is a great responsibility
and an amazing opportunity,” she
said Wednesday in a statement.
“I'm looking forward immensely
to protecting and serving the peo-
ple of London.”

Founded in 1829, Scotland Yard,
as the city’s Metropolitan Police
Service is known, is the recipient
of roughly a quarter of all police
spending in England and Wales.
(Scotland and Northern Ireland,
the other two nations in the United
Kingdom, have their own legal
systems and police forces.)

The daughter of Oxford
academics and a graduate of both
Oxford and Cambridge, Ms. Dick
was head of counterterrorism at
Scotland Yard from 20 to 2014,
overseeing among other things
the security operation for the Lon-
don Olympics in 2052,

Sheleft Scotland Yard in 2014 af-
ter 31 years to become general
secretary at the foreign office.

Ms. Dick has held command
roles in several counterterrorism
operations; one operation went
terribly wrong in 2005: She was
the senior officer in charge when
Jean Charles de Menezes, 27, a
Brazilian who had been
mistakenly identified as an at-
tempted suicide bomber, was fa-
tally shot by officers at a London
subway station.

Ajury cleared her of any wrong-
doing, but Ms. Dick has repeat-
edly expressed regret. “I think
about what happened on that ter-
rible day very, very often” she
said in 2014.

During the search for a new
commissioner, the family of Mr. de
Menezes wrote a letter to Lon-
don's mayor, Sadig Khan, about
Ms. Dick’s potential role, “We
have serious concerns about such
an appointment and the signal it
sends to the people of London”
they wrote.

But Mr. Khan and others de-
fended Ms. Dick’s appointment.
“This is a historic day for London
and a proud day for me as mayor”
he said Wednesday.

Amber Rudd, the home secre-
tary who appointed Ms, Dick with
Mr. Khan's counsel, called her an
“exceptional leader” and implicit-
ly highlighted her gender as a pos-
sible asset in some pressing is-
sues facing Scotland Yard.

“The challenges ahead include
protecting the most vulnerable;
including victims of sexual abuse
and domestic violence,” Ms. Rudd
said. “Cressida’s skills and insight
will ensure the Metropolitan Po-
lice adapt to the changing pat-
terns of crime in the 21st century”

Of the 43 police forces in Eng-
land and Wales, several have been
led by women. But never London.

Alex Carlile, a member of the
House of Lords, Britain's upper
chamber, who served as an inde-
pendent reviewer of terrorism
legislation, said it was “a very pos-
itive thing” that Scotland Yard had
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 TRUIMP RESCINDS =™

OBAMA DIRECTIVE

Rights Splits DeVos

and Sessions

This article is by Jeremy W. Peters,
Jo Becker and Julie Hirschfeld Da-
vis.

WASHINGTON — President
Trump on Wednesday rescinded
protections for transgender stu-
dents that had allowed them to
use hathrooms corresponding
with their gender identity, over-
ruling his own education secre-

ture wars that many Republicans
have tried to [eave behind,

In a joint lefter; the top civil
rights officials from the Justice
i Department and the Education
Departivient rejected the Obama
administration’s position  that
NONCISCIIMIAALGN TAWs * Tegiiite
schobls To AW ansgenlsr sin-
dents 10 use THS Of

That directive, they- said, was
improperly and arbitrarily de-
vised, “without due regard for the
primary role of the states and lo-
cal school districts in establishing
educational policy”

The question of how to address
the “bathroom debate” as it has
become known, opened a rifi in-
side the Trump adnvinistration,
pitting Education Secretary Betsy
DeVos against Attorney General
Jell Sessions. Mr. Sessions, who
i had been expected . (g
- quickly to roll back the htsy
; expansions put in place under ms

Demacratic predecessors, wanted
t0 act decisively because of two
“pending court cases that could
thave upheld the protections and
pushed the government into fur-
ther Hrigation.

But Ms. DeVos initially resisted
iigning off and told Mr, Trump
hat she was uncomforiable be-
ause of the potential harm that
sscinding the protections could
ause transgender students, ac-
arding to three Republicans with
firect knowledge of the internal
liscussions.

Mr. Sessions, who has opposed

i

#xpanding alis-
gender rights, Yoy
G relent. AT B rowhers,
e took his bbjections to the White

House because he could not go
forward without -her consent. Mr.
Trump sided ‘with his attorney
Zeneral, the Republicans said, and
‘old Ms. DeVos in a meeting in the

Oval Office on Tuesday that he
wanted her to@_mé her 0ppositGy
ind Ms. DeVos, Tac 2 al-
zrnative of resigning or defying
1e president, agreed to go along.

Ms, DeVos's unease was evi-

Continued on Page AIG

-~ ONBATHROON USE

Question of Transgender

tary and placing his administra- ™
tion firmly In the iiddle of the cul-

—ne
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THE 45TH PRESIDENT The Agenda

Trump Drops Protection
For Transgender Youths

From Page Al

dent in a strongly worded: state-
ment she released on Wednesday
ich she said she con-

to pressure from the religious

fight and contradicting_his own
personal vie\l?;

=Social totiservatives, one of Mr.
Trump's most loyal constituen-

. hight,.in- | ) €
sidféred it a “mor "obligatient for— cigs, applauded him for honoring
( every schoolin America to protect

all students from discrimination,
bullying and harassment.

“._She-said"§he had directed the

Education Department’s Office
for Civil Rights to investigate all
claims of such treatment “against
those who are most vulnerable in
our schools,” but also argued that

bathroom access was not a federal
MATEL

ights supporters made
their displeasure clear Outside
the White House, several hundred
people protested the decision,
chanting, “No hate, no fear, trans

- students are welcome here”

ha

Tt tg-will-reThdir
ree to let transgender students
use the bathrocoms with which
they are most comfortable. And
the effect of the administration’s

- decision will not be immediate be-
cause a federal court had already |

issued a nationwide injunction
barring _enforcement :
The dispute highlighted the de-
gree to which transgender rights

issues, which Mr. Trump. _ex-
;ﬁﬁ@miﬂﬁém
ampaign, continue to split Re-

publicans, even as many in the
party argue that it is time to move
away from social issues and focus
more on bread-and-butter pocket-
hook concerns.

Within  the -administration, it
also atened to become an-

4/ othef distraction fof Mr. Trump af-

(e

umultuous first month in of-
fice. And—it showed how Mr

"=~ Trump, who has taken a more per-

missive stance on gay rights and
same-sex marriage than many of
his fellow Repuf:licans, is bowing

Eric Lichtblau and Sheryl Gay
Stolberg contributed reporting.

apledge he had made to them dug-

ing the campaign. They had ar-
d that former President
ack Obama's policy would al-

Jow potential sexual predators ac- :
cess to bathroom§ aiid vrane an— B

urisafe ivironment for children,

“The federal government has
absolutely no right to strip par-
ents and local schools of their
rights to provide an
environment for ¢ 1, said

ony Perkins, presidentTof the
Family Research Council.

But supporters of transgender
rights said the Trump administra-
tion was acting recklessly and
gruelly. “The consequences of this
decision will no doubt be heart-
breaking,” said Chad Griffin, pres-
dent of the Human Rights Cam-
paign. “This isn't a states’ rights
issue; it’s a civil rights issue” %

Bathioom access emerged as a
major and divisive.-issue last
March whef'jﬁl__;gm;t; Caroling
passed a bill barring transgetider
people from using bathrooms that
do not match the sex on their birth
certificate. It was part of abroader
hill eliminating anti-discrimina-
tion protections for gay and trans-
gender people.

Gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender issues hecame a
point of attack for opponents of

Ms. DeVos's nomination last
month, as Democrats questioned
h s R :

e-extensive financial
support that some of her refatives’
— part of her we po
tically active Michigan family -
had provided to anti-gay causes.
Ms. DeVos distanced herself fro
her relatives on the issue, sayin
their political activities did not
epresent her views. e
hile Wednesday's ofder sig-
nificantly rolls back transgender

protections, it does include lan-
pAdd Poaenn galy

Al DRAGO/THE NEW YORE TIn:

Several hundred protesters outside the White House on Wednesday chanted, “No hate, no fear, trans students are welcome here.

guage stating that schools must
protect transgender students
from bullying, a provision Ms. De-
Vos asked for, one person with di-
rect knowledge of the process
said.

“All schools must ensure that
students, including L.G.B.T. stu-
dents, are able to learn and thrive
in a safe environment,” the letter
said, echeoing Ms. DeVos's com-
ments at her confirmation hear-
ing but not expressly using the
word transgender, Ms. DeVos,
who has been,fuietli>supportive _
of gay Tights for years,was said (0
hfwe VoICed ier concern about the

f suicide 5-

gender stu

by the Cincinnati Children’s Hos-
pital Medical Center, for instance,
30 percent reported a history of at
least one suicide attempt.

Mr. Trump appears to have
been swayed by conservatives in
his administration who reminded
him that he had promised during
the campaign to leave the ques-
tion of bathroom use to the states.

But he had given conflicting sig-
nals on the issue, and on gay
rights more broadly. He said last
April, for instance, that he sup-
ported the right of transgender
people to “use the bathroom they
feel is appropriate” and added
that Caitlyn Jenner, perhaps the

ents.In onejZOlS study, most famous transgender person
‘f: ﬁd__‘i! £ o b {"lg_ﬁ 4

in the country, could use whichev-
er bathroom at Trump Tower she
wanted. He has also called the Su-
preme Court decision legalizing
same-sex marriage settled law.
“And I'm fine with that” he told
CBS News after the November
election.

Despite his personal views, Mr.
Trump's decisions in office have
been consistently conservativeon.
social issues. And he has shown

~congiderable deference to the reli-
gious right, naming many reli-
gious conservatives to top cabinet
posts and pledging to fight for reli-
gious freedom protections and re-
strictions on abortion.

The Justice Department is ea-

ger to move quickly in laying o
its legal position on transgend:
policy, to aveid confusion in cas
moving through the courts.

The dispute has underscorr
the influence that Mr. Sessions, .
early and ardent supporter of k
Trump, is likely to exercise ov
domestic policy. As someone w’
has a long record of opposing ¢
forts to broaden federal prote
tions on a range of matters unc
his purview — immigration, v
itig rights and gay rights, for
ample — he has moved guickh
set the Justice Department ¢
strikingly different course ti
his predecessors in the Obama
ministration.

AR}

wurity Chief May Re~roanize

Lt, Gen. H. R. McMaster is

likely to change an organiz

tion chart that causej wide-
pread concern last month
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Trump Drops Protection
For Transgender Youths

From Page Al

dent in a strongly worded state-
ment she released on Wednesday
night, in which she said she con-
sidered it a “moral obligation” for
every schoolin America to protect
all students from discrimination,
bullying and harassment.

She said she had directed the
Education Department's Office

~ for Civil Rights to investigate all
claims of such treatment “against
those who are most vulnerable in
our schools,” but also argued that
bathroom access was not a federal
matter.

Gay rights supporters made
their displeasure clear. Qutside
the White House, several hundred
people protested the decision,
chanting, “No hate, no fear, trans
students are welcome here.”

Individual schools will remain
free to let transgender students
use the bathrooms with which
they are most comfortable. And

- the effect of the administration’s
decision will not be immediate be-
cause a federal court had already

“jssued a nationwide injunction

barring enforcement of the

Obama order.

- The dispute highlighted the de-
gree to whic transgender nghts

p..e%-
pressed sympathy for durin the

party argue that it is time to move
‘away from soclal issues and focus

camgalgn, continue _to split
publicans, even as many in the

more on bread-and-butter pocket-
| book concerns,

L ~Within the administration, it
also threatened to become an-
other distraction for Mr. Trump af-
ter a turmultuous first month in of-
fice, And it showed how Mr
Trump, who has taken a more per-

- missive stance on gay rights and
: iage than many of

" Stolberg contributed reporting.

to pressure from the religious
right and contradicting his own
personal views,

Social conservatives, one of Mr.
Trump’s most loyal constituen-
cies, applauded him for honoring

gue . -
rack Obamas pohcy would at-,
low potential sexual predators ac-
cess to bathrooms and create an
ironment for children.~

“The federal govermment has
absolutely no right to strip par-
ents and local schools of their
rights to provide a safe learning
environment for children,” said
Tony Perkins, president of the
Family Research Council.

But supporters of transgender
rights said the Trump administra-
tion was acting recklessly and
cruelly. “The consequences of this
decision will no doubt be heari-
breaking,” said Chad Griffin, pres-
ident of the Human Rights Cam-
palgn "Th1s isn't a states’ nghts

BE

major and divisive issue last
March when North Carolina
passed a bill barring transgender
people from using bathrooms that
do not match the sex on their birth
certificate. It was part of abroader
bill eliminating anti-discrimina-
tion protections for gay and trans-
gender people.

Gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender issues became a
point of attack for opponents of
Ms. DeVos's ncmination last
month, as Democrats questioned
her about the extensive financial
support that some of her relatives
- part of her wealthy and poli-
tically active Michigan family -
had provided to anti-gay causes.
Ms. DeVos distanced herself fro
her relatives on the issue, sayin
their political activities did n
represent her views.

While Wednesday's order sig-
nificantly rolls back transgend
protections, it does include lan

iprotect

WITH
TRANS |
TAND - STUDENTS

guage stating that schools must
transgender students

P €-
Vo'g'é’éked’fm':one person with di-
rect knowledge of the process
id

“ll schools must ensure that
students, including L.G.B.T. stu-
dents, are able to learn and thrive
in a safe environment,” the letter

ments at her conﬁrmanon hear-
ing but not expressly using the
word transgender. Ms. DeVos,
who has been quietly supportive
of gay rights for years, was said to
have voiced her concern about the

high rates of suicide among trans- -

gender students. Inone 2018 study

WO BRSSO SeS

by the Cmcmnan Children’s Hos-
pital Medicat Center, for instance,
30 percent reported a history of at
least one suicide attempt.

Mr. Trump appears to have
been swayed by conservatives in
his administration who reminded
hini that he had promised during
the campaign to leave the ques-
tion of bathroom use to the states.

But hehad given conflicting sig-
nals on the issue, and on gay
rights more broadly. He said last
April, for instance, that he sup-
ported the right of transgender
people to “use the bathroom they
feel is appropriate,” and added
that Caitlyn Jenner, perhaps the
most famous transgender person
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New Security Chief May Reorganize

et e s .
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Trump’s Foreign Policy Team Once Again

By PETER BAKER . .

ASHINGTON — Lt Gen.
McMaster, President
s new national security ad-
~nnsidering a reorganiza-
White House foreign
that would give him
=eland Security and
‘access to the mili-

=ncs agencies.
trt the

_mmxsh_t.he_mMMn___MQi
%Fg,pmdenmur. Michael T
ynn, who resigned last week.

ing the administration of Presi-
dent Barack Obama, the officials
said. The decision to separate the
Homeland Security staff, they

tions and members of Congress
from both parties criticized the de-
cision to put Mr. Bannon on the
pnnc;pais committee, saying the*

said, was primarily a way to di-_ it risked injecting politics int-
Mc

Now that Mr. Flynn is out and Mr.
McMaster is in, both councils m-
report to him.

Ter

anwesmr
BueWs sepinr ar

Rov-

reading-group/

in the country, could use whichev-

er bathroom at Trump Tower she
wanted. He has also called the Su-
preme Court decision legalizing
same-sex marriage settled Jaw.
“and I'm fine with that,” he told
CBS News after the November
election.

Despite his personal views, Mr.
Trump's decisions in office have
been congistently conservative on

%%g&%? And he has shown
considerable deference to the reli-

gious right, naming many reli-
gious conservatives to top cabinet
posts and pledging to fight for reli-
gious freedom protections and re-
strictinns on abortion.
+ice Department is ea-
nq, L 4

-

AL DRAGO/THE NEW YORK TIME
welcome here.”

i‘il'

’ Lsﬂoﬁ/r‘-‘g
ger to move quickly in Iaying ol

it legal position on transgend
policy, to avoid confusion in cas:
moving through the courts.
The dispute has underscor
the influence that Mr. Sessions,
early and ardent supporter of |
Trump, is likely to exercise o
domestic policy. As someone v
has a loug record of opposing
forts to broaden federal prov
tions on a range of matters ur
his purview — immigration,
ing rights and gay rights, fo.
ample — he has moved quick
set the Justice Department ¢
strikingly different course t

ministration,
4\ C
W
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HE 45TH PRESIDENT The Team

E.P.A. Chief Was Cozy
With Energy Industry,

[rove of Emails Shows

By CORAL DAVENPORT
and ERIC LIPTON

WASHINGTON -~ As Okla-
ma’s attorney general, Scott
ruitt, now the Environmental
rotection Agency administrator,
isely cogrdinated with major ol
s and political groups with Tics
the libertarian billionaire broth-
s Charles G. and David H. Koch

roll back environmental regula- -

ms, according io over §,
25 of emails made public
ednesday.
The publication of the corre-
ondence comes just days after
= Pruitt was sworn in to run the
BA., which is charged with rein-
; in_pollutionand YesuIatmg
Eh_mimﬁleaitﬁ. Senate Dentocrats
=d last week to postpone a final
te until the emails could be
wle public, but Republicans beat
:k the delay and approved his
Hirmation on Friday largely
ng party lines.
the impolitic tone of many of
: emails CASt light on why Re-
slicans were so eager to beat
-release, And although the con-
ts of the emails were broadly
ealed in The New York Times
2014, the totality of the
respondences captires just

ordinating with
ergy producers and
lities as Oklahoma
'orney general.

~much at war Mr, Pryj
TTREEBA. and how cazy e
with the industries that he is
“charged with policing.
fRank you to your respective
s and all they are doing to
1back against President Oba-
i EPA. and its axis with
al environmental groups to
iase energy costs for Okla-
ans and American familieg
3% the states,” said one email
0 the offices of Mr. Pruitt and
'ahoma congressman in Au-
3 by Matt Ball, an execu-
Americans for Prosperity,
aprofit group is funded in
.- the Kochs, the Kansas-
;business executives who
t'much of the past decade
nating federal regulations,
cularly in the energy sector.
both work for true charpi-
f freedom and liberty!” the
said,
vironmental groups rushed
1demn the correspondence.
1is extensive trail of emails
i like a yearslong chain of
etters between soul mates,”
{en Cook, the president of the
‘onmental Working Group,
Pruitt has been among the
contentious of President
p’s cabinet nominees, Envi-
ental groups, Democrats in
ress and even current E.PA,

employees have protested his ties
toenergy companies, his effortsto
block and weaken major envi-
ronmental rules, and his skepti-
cism of the central mission of the
agency he now leads. As soon as
this week, Mr. Truinp is expecied
toannounce at least two executive
orders directing Mr. Pruitt to be-
gin rolling back and weakening a

set gj.ﬂwaama-era"“E;H}ﬁT“regtﬂzg‘
Hofis aimed at limiting &inissions
oap— that cause global warming, and at"
g pollution in the nation's rivers,
Q\ streams and wetlands......"

"""""" A Oklahiolia udge ordered the

lelease of the emails in response
to a lawsuit by the Center for Me-

dfS_Sid Demoaracy, a_liberal
MWeatchdo

2 5 y of the
emails are copies of documenis
previously provided to The Times,

which examined Mr. Pruitt’sinter- .

action with energy industry
players his office helps regulate,

‘The companies provided him
with drafi letters to send to federal
regulators in an attempt to hiock
regulations on - greenhouse gas
emissions from oil.and gas wells,
ozone air poBution and chemicals
used in hydraulic fracturing, or
fracking, the technique of inject-
ing chemicals underground to ex-
tract oil and gas, the emails show.

Industry executives and Mr
Pruitt held secret meetings to dis-
cuss more comprehensive ways to
combat the Obama administra-
tion’s environmental agenda, and
companies and the organizations
they funded repeatedly praised
Mr. Pruitt and his staff for the as-
sistance in their campaign,

In his new job, Mr. Pruitt will
regulate many of the companies
with which he.cqordinated as at-
torney g of Oklahoma.
From th per§h Mr. Pruitt took
part in I awsguits against major
EPA, envifonmental rules, at
times in coordination with energy
companies such as Okdahonta Gas
& Electric, whose executives held
afund-raising event for Mr, Pruitt,
while he joined with the conpany
to challenge a rule that would re-
quire it to upgrade or replace cer-
tain coal-burning power plants.

The emails show that his office
corresponded with those compa-
nies — including Devon Energy,
an Oklahoma oil and gas producer,
and American Electric Power, an
Ohio-based utility ~ in efforts to
weaken federal environmental
regulations, the same rules he will
now oversee.

“Please find attached a short
white paper with some talking
points that you might find useful
to cut and paste when encourag-
ing states to file comments on the
S55M. rule” wrote Roderick
Hastie, a lobbyist at Hunton &
Williams, a law firm that repre-
sents major utilities, including
Southern Company, urging Mr
Pruitt's office to file comments on
a proposed E.PA. rule related to

so-¢alled start-up, shutdown and
malfunction emissions. o

The most frequent correspond-
ence was with' Devon Energy,
which has aggressively chal-

MK OXFORD: RELTERS
A property leased to Devon Energy in Oklahoma, where Scott Pruitt collaborated with the company as state attorney general.

lenged rules proposed by the
E.PA, and the Department of
Interior’s Bureau of Land Man-
agement, which controls drilling
on federal [ands. In the 2004 elec-
tion cycle, Devon was one of the
top contributars to the Republican
Attorneys General Association,
which Mr. Pruitt led for two years
during that period. ’

In a March 2013 lefter to Mr.
Pruitt's office, William Whitsitt,
then an executive vice president
of Devon, referred to a letter his
company had drafted for Mr
Pruitt to deliver, on state sta-
tionery, to Obama administration
officials. Mr. Pruit, meeting with
White House officials, made the
case that the rule to rein in meth-
ane emissions would harm his
state's economy. His argument

was taken directly from Mr. Whit-

sitt’s draft langnage.

“To follow up on my conversa-
tions with Attorney General Pruitt
and you, I believe that a meeting
~or .perhaps more eéfficient, a

conference cail' - with O.LR.A.

(the O.M.B. Office of Information
and Regulatory Analysis) on the
B.L.M. rule should be requested
right away” Mr. Whitsitt wrote to
a senior member of Mr- Pruitt's
staff, referring to the section of the
White House Office of Manage:
ment and Budget that coordinates
regulations throughoui the gov-
ernment. “The attached draft let-
ter (or something like it that Scott
is comfortable talking from and
sending to the acting director to
whom the letter is addressed)
could be the basis for the meeting

or call”

In an email from January of that
year, Mr. Whitsitt thanked Mr
Pruitt’s office for pushing the Bu-
reau of Land Management to loos-
ena preposed regulation on frack-
mg. -

“T just let General Pruitt know
that B.L.M. is going to propose a
different version of its federal
lands hydraulic fracturing rule
thanks to input received — thanks
for the help on this!” Mr, Whitsitt

. Wrote.

In ancther example, Mr. Pruitt’s
office coordinatéd with the oil and
gas lobbying group American
Fuel & Petrochemical Manufac-
turers n petitions against two
E.PA. regulations: one mandat-
ing production of renewable fuels
and another limiting pollution of

. ‘ ‘ AARGH B BERNSTEIN,GE)
Mr. Pruitt, now the administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, at the agency Tuesday,

choose between the two,” he told

smog-causing chemicals. In 2013,
lawyers for the group met with
Mz, Pruitt in Washington. Ina July
2013 email, the group provided Mr.
Pruitt’s office with language for a
petition against the rules. .-=..

“This argument is mor. credi- )
bl

¢ edming from a State” Richard
TosKowitz, general counsel at the
American Fuel & Petrochemical
Manufacturers, wrote to one of
Mr. Pruitt’s aides.

Later that year, Mr. Pruitt filed
petitions against both those rules,

On Tuesday afterncon, Mr
Pruitt addressed career E.PA.
employes GHSE
With ~=and even rebellion against
— their new bess. Mr. Pruitt
praised the employees for their
years of public service and
promised t¢ listen to them.
“I believe that we as an

e o3rE t

employees, even as he stressed © -
that federal authority should be
diminished, and that regulatory—
powers and oversight of pollution
shouwld be Ieft largely to the states, 15

“Federalism matters;” he said.

The E.RA. and the White House _°,
did net respond to reguests fonrgg;3
comment on the emails.

The emails do not appear to in-
clude any request for his interven-
tion explicitty in exchange for
campaign contributions, although
Mr: Pruitt was separately working
as amember of the Republican At-
torneys General Association to
raise money from many of the
same companies.

The Oklahoma attorney gener-
al's office withheld some docu-
ments, asking the judge to deter-
mine if they can be exempted from
the order requiring their release.
Other open-records requests from
the Center for Media and Democ-
racy, The Times and other news
organizations remain pending.


sedwards
Typewritten Text
New York Times Feminist Reading Group, February 23, 2017 at the Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, California
Led by Jenn Kennedy and Liz Linden https://hammer.ucla.edu/programs-events/2017/02/the-new-york-times-feminist-reading-group/


UHUK. LI WDy G0 B pes s v saaw
confirmation on Friday largely
“along party lines.

*. The impolitic tone of many of
‘the emaTls ¢ast light on why Re-
“publicans were so eager to beat
the release. And although the con-
tents of the emails were broadly
‘revealed in The New York Times
in 2014, the totality of the
-correspondences captures just

-Coordinating with
‘energy producers and
utilities as Oklahoma
‘atforney general.

g how oz e
with the E.BA. and how ¢ e
Was with the industries that he is
10w charged with policing.
“fank you to your respective
osses and all they are doing to
sush back against President Oba-
ma's E.PA. and its axis with
beral environmental groups to
crease energy costs for Okla-
mnans and American families
35 the states,” said one email
o the offices of Mr. Pruittand
*ahoma congressiman i Au-
3 by Matt Ball, an execu-
smericans for Prosperity.
aprofit group is funded in
5 the Kochs, the Kansas-
porn pusiness executives who
spent ‘much of the past decade
combating federal regulations,
particularly in the energy sector.
wyou both work for true champi-
ons of freedom and liberty!” the
note said.
Environmental groups rushed
to condemn the correspondence.
“This extensive trail of emails
reads like a yearslong chain of
love letters between soul mates,”
said Ken Cook, the president of the
Environmental Working Group.
Mr. Pruitt has been among the
most contentious of President
Trump's cabinet nominees. Envi-
ronmental groups, Democrats in
Congress and even current E.PA.

EEIC LALIIpSLLdes _—
with draft letters tg send to federal
regliators in an aitempt to block
regulations on greenhouse gas
emissions from o1l and gas wells,
ozone air potiution and chemicals
used in hydraulic fracturing, or
fracking, the technique of inject-
ing chemicals underground to ex-
tract oil and gas, the emails show.

Industry executives and Mr
Pruitt held secret meetings to dis-
cuss more comprehensive waysto
combat the Obama administra-
tion's environmental agenda, and
companies and the organizations
they funded repeatedly praised
Mr. Pruitt and his staff for the as-
sistance in their campaign,

In his new job, Mt Pruiit will
regulate many of the companies
with which he. rdinated as at-
of Oklahoma.
Mr. Pruitt took
part in MJawsuits against major
E.PA. envifonmental rules, at
times in coordination with energy
companies such as Oklahoma Gas
& Electric, whose executives held
afund-raising event for Mr. Pruitt,
while he joined with the company
to challenge a rule that would re-
quire it to upgrade or replace cer-
tain coal-burning power plants.

The emails show that his office
corresponded with those compa-
nies -— including Devon Energy,
an Oklahoma oil and gas producer,
and American Electric Power, an
Ohio-based utility — in efforts to
weaken federal environmental
regulations, the same rules hewill
now oversee.

“Please find attached a short
white paper with some talking
points that you might find useful
to cut and paste when encourag-
ing states to file comments on the
$.SM. rule” wrote Roderick
Hastie, a lobbyist at Hunton &
Williams, a law firm that repre-
sents major utilities, inchuding
Southern Company, urging Mt
Pruitt’s office to file comments on
a proposed E.PA, rule related to
so-called start-up, shutdown and
malfunction emissions.

The most frequent correspond-
ence was with Devon Energy
which has aggressively chal-

prE T ame e

A property leased to Devon Energy in Qklahoma,

NICK GXFORD:

where Scott Pruitt collaborated with the company as state attorney general.

lenged rules proposed Dby the
E.PA. and the Department of
Interior's Bureau of Land Man-
agement, which controls drilling
on federal lands. In the 204 elec-
tion cvcle, Devon was one of the
top contributors to the Republican
Attorneys General Association,
which Mr. Pruitt led for two years
during that period. '

in a March 2013 letter to Mr
Pruitt’s office, William Whitsitt,
then an executive vice president
of Devon, referred to a letter his
company had drafted for Mr
Pruitt to deliver, on state sta-
tionery, to Obama administration
officials. Mr. Pruitt, meeting with
White House officials, made the
case that the rule 10 rein in meth-
ane emissions would harm his
state's economy His argument

was taken directly from Mr. Whit-

sitt’s draft language.

“To follow up on my cOnversa-
tions with Attorney General Pruitt
and you, I believe that a meeting
— or perhaps more efiicient, a
conference call’ — with O.LR.A.
(the O.M.B. Office of Information
and Regulatory Analysis) on the
B.L.M. rule should be requested
right away,” Mr. Whitsiit wrote 1o
a senior member of Mr. Pruitt's
staff, referring to the secticn of the
White House Office of Manage-
ment and Budget that coordinates
regulations throughout the gov-
ernment. “The attached draft let-
ter (or something like it that Scott
is comfortable talking from and
sending to the acting director t0
whom the letter is addressed)
could be the basis for the mesting

or call”

Inan email from January of that
year, Mr. Whitsitt thanked Mr
Pruitt’s office for pushing the Bu-
reau of Land Managemetit to loos-
en a proposed regulation on frack-
ing. ‘

“] just let General Pruiit know
that B.L.M. is going {o propose &
different version of its federal
lands hydraulic fracturing rule
thanks to input received — thanks
for the help on this!” Mr, Whitsitt

_wrote,

In another example, Mr. Pruitt’s
office coordinated with the oil and
gas lobbying group American
Fuel & Petrochemical Manufac-
turers in petitions against two
E.PA. regulations: one mandat-
ing production of renewable fuels
and another limiting pollution of

AAHCH B BERNMSTERGETTY MAGES

M. Pruitt, now the administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, at the agency Tuesday.

smog-causing chemicals. In 2013,
lawyers for the group met with
Mr. Pruitt in Washington. Ina July
2013 email, the group provided Mr.
Pruitt’s office with language for a
petition against the rules. .= -

“This argument is mort cred-

{ble céming from a §tate,” Richard

“NioSEowitz, general counsel at the
American Fuel & Petrochemical
Manufacturers, wrote to one of
Mr. Pruitt’s aides.

Later that year, M. Pruitt filec
petitions against both those rutes

On Tuesday afternoon, Mt
Pruitt addressed career E.PA
employeEst TTest
with—And éven rebellion agains
_ their new boss. Mr Pruit
praised the employees for thei
years of public service an
promised to listen to them.

“1 believe that we as an agenc:
and we as a ngHex be bot
pro-energy and d pro-env
ronment. Bu ]

choose between the two,” he tol
employees, even as he stresse
that federal authority should &
diminished, and that regulator
powers and oversight of pollutic
should be left largely to the state

“Federalism matters,” he said

The E.PA. and the White Houw
did not respond to requests fi
comment on the emails.

The emails do not appear to i
clude any request for his interve
tion explicitly in exchange f
campaign contributions, atthowy
Mr. Pruitt was separately worki
as a member of the Republican ¢
torneys General Association
raise money from many of t
samne companies.

The Oklahoma atiorney gem
al's office withheld some doc
ments, asking the judge to dets
mine if they can be exempted frc
the order requiring their relea
Other open-records requests fr(
the Center for Media and Demy
racy, The Times and other ne
organizations remain pending.

Automakers Push E.PA. to Ease Fuel-Efficiency Stagdards Developed

By NEAL E. BOUDETTE

President Trunp has vowed to
roll back regulations on business,
and automakers are wasting no
time'in pushing his administration
to make good on the promise.

Two lobbying groups represent-
ing auto manufacturers have writ-
ten letters urging the new head of
the Environmental Protection
Agency, Scott Pruitt, to reverse a
decision last month by the Obama
administration to move forward
with  tougher  fuel-economy

Wasting no time in
lobbying an agency’s
new leader on targeis
to be met by 2025.

standards that carmakers are
supposed to meet by 2025,

ers, which represents 12 foreign
car companies with significant op-
erations or sales in the United
States.

Environmentalists said the lob-
pying groups overstated the diffi-
culty and cost of reaching the 2025
targets, which require an average
fuel-economy rating of 54.5 miles
per gallon across a company’s en-
tire fleet sold in the United States.
That number is based on a compli-
cated formula, and automakers
estimate it is the equivalent of
about 40 miles per gallon in real-
world driving.

“An increasing number of cars
achieve the goal now,” said Dan
Becker, divector of the Safe Cli-
mate Campaign, an advocacy
group. ‘

Vehicles already clearing that
bar include hybrids like the Toy-
ota Prius and electric cars —
models that are drawing few
huyers as gasoline sells for less
than $2 a gallon. To comply with
the 2025 targets, more popular
models, like S.1LV.s, would need
new technology, which could raise

itomakers contend the gas-
ileage targets will be difficulty, prices for consumers.
Fand expensive to hitand will force 3 pqp- Becker also said fuel-econ-

f age cars at a time when most
Americans are buying sport util-

ity wvehicles, trucks and

«ficient and more profitable. .~
T The-~ Obama- ~adniAisration’s
fuel-economy targets “threaten to
tepress an industry that can ill af-
ford spiraling regulatory costs,”

itch Bainwol, the chief execu-
tive of the Alliance of Automobile
Manufacturers, wrote in a letter
on Tuesday. The group represents
{2 manufacturers, including Gen-
ral Motors, Ford Motor and Fiat
hrysler Autormobiles.
A second letter was sent by the
ssociation of Global Automak-

:bi}g\}d\&hl:

mef_)““ COJ)(

them to produce more high-mile- :

other ;
womy moedels that areless fuel-ef-/

| Ny improvements inthelast sev-
;eral years had not stopped au-
[ tomakers from earning record
profits. “The industry is just try-
ing to take advantage of Trump’s
anti-regulation policies and put
the health of people and the envi-
ronment at risk,” he said.

The Obama administration set
the higher mileage standards in
an effort to reduce tailpipe emis-
sions and combat climate change,
and as a means of reducing the
country's dependence on foreign
oil. Even if those targets are 1e-
laxed, the automakers will still
need to comply with emissions
rules set by California and several
other states with tougher

P
¢

standards than the E.PAS,

Wew fuel-econormy targets were
set in 2012 in an agresment
reached by the Obama adminis-
tration and automakers. The rule
calls for steady increases in mile-
age, varying depending on the
size of the vehicle and whether it
is classified as a car or a lght
truck. The 2017 requirement for a
large car is 33 miles per gallon, or
about 25 miles per gallon in real-
world driving. Most automakers
meet or are close to this year's
zoals, but they say the additional
gains required through 2025 will
be harder to achieve.

While the antomakers would all
prefer more lenient targets than
the 2025 ones, they differ on the

specifics.. Some have invested
heavily in new technologies and
would prefer to have the
standards continue to rise, albeit
more modestly, to help ensure a
market for their advanced vehi-
cles. Honda, Hyundal and Toyota
are planning a range of hybrids,
electric vehicles and cars pow-
ered by hydrogen fuel ceils o sell
within a few years.

Others, such as Fiat Chrysler,
have alineup heavy on trucks and
S.UVs and would be better off
with a significant roflback in fuel-
ecanomy requirements.

‘The letters from the manufac-
turer lobbying groups represent
the latest push by carmakers fora
reprieve from the emissions and

e

Companies like G.M. are buoyed by sales of sport utility vehicles, which are more

A

fuel-economy standards. This
month, 1§ auto-company chief ex-
ecuiives wrote a letter 0 Mr
Trump on the same issue.

During the presidential cam-
paign, on Twitter and in campaign
stops, Mr. Trump heavily criti-
cized automakers, especially
Ford, for investing in Mexico. He
has also threatened to impose a
border tax on imports from Mex-
ico, where many cars sold in the
American market are made, espe-
cally smaller, less profitable
models.

But after the election, the presi-
dent and automakers became
more closely aligned. Ford won
praise from Mr. Trump afier it an-
nounced it was canceling plans to

MIKE $TONE/REVUTERS

profitable.

T— "

Under Obam

build a new plant in Mexico. Ot
automakers have also announ
plans to add jobs and invest in
United States.

In January, Mr. Trump met v
the chief executives of Ford, C
and Fiat Chrysler at the W
House and encouraged then
add jobs in the United States in
change for more favorable reg
tory and tax policies.

Mr. Pruiti, the administratc
the E.PA., is most likely pre
posed to listen to automak
concerns about fuel-economy
gets, While Oklahoma's attol
general, Mr. Pruitt freque
sued the E.PA. and wo
closely with oil and gas compa
fighting the agency's regulati

The autc lobbying groups a
Mr. Pruitt to reopen a revie
the 2025 fuel-economy tai
that had been expected to las
til early 2018. That review wa
short on Jan. 13 — seven day
fore Mr. Tramp was inaugu
— when the outgoing admini
tor, Gina McCarthy, issued a*
determination” that the ta
should remain in place.

Even if Mr. Pruitt reopen
review and ultimately sides
the industry, automakers
need to continue spending !
velop fuel-saving technol
given the mileage or emissio
quirements in many state
well as Europe and China
manufacturers will have to
Those standards continue |
fougher.

“The rest of the world i
pressing ahead with !
standards,” said Michelle K
senior analyst at Autotrade
“Even if they ease regulat
the 1.S., companies will stil
to do this to be compliant ir
markets.”
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