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Welcome to the Hammer Museum!
Artists collect their ideas, capture their experiences, document the world 
around them, and doodle in their sketchbooks. Use this sketchbook to explore 
and document your visit to the museum and beyond. 

Start by using your pencil to draw a line that might describe how you’re 
feeling today.

Follow the prompts on the next pages to make connections to the artworks on 
view. Please move with care through the galleries and keep a safe distance 
from the artwork. If you need help or have questions, ask a friendly Gallery 
Attendant, dressed in black.

Academic Programs at the Hammer Museum are supported by the Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation and the Ella 
Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation. Additional support is provided by The Brotman Foundation of California, City National 
Bank, McCrea Foundation, Ellen & Teddy Schwarzman, Jay Meredith Stein & Josh Zwass, and friends of the Hammer 
Museum’s Kids Art Museum Project (K.A.M.P.).
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Reflection: What more do you notice after drawing or writing about 
the artwork?

Find an artwork with a lot of details.
Choose one area of this artwork to focus on. It could be a specific detail or one 
part of the artwork that you are especially interested in. Sketch or describe 
what you see.

Find an artwork that surprises you.
What surprised you about this artwork? Draw or write your response below.

Reflection: What more did you learn about the artwork from looking 
so carefully?

ARTIST:                                   TITLE: 

ARTIST:                                   TITLE: 

Much of the art you’ll see 

at the Hammer Museum is 

contemporary art, or art  

of the present day. 

Contemporary art can often  

be surprising because artists  

like to push the boundaries 

of our expectations.
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Find an artwork that tells a story.
Take a moment to write about what you think might be going on in this artwork.

Find an artwork that makes you 
want to move.
Stand at a safe distance from the artwork and pose or move your body in 
response to what you notice. Draw or write about the pose or movement that 
you chose.

Reflection: What did you discover about the artwork by writing about it? Reflection: What do you see that inspired your movement 
or position?
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Find an artwork that makes noise, or 
that looks like it could make noises.
How might you illustrate the sounds that you are hearing or imagining? When 
you feel ready, start drawing.

Reflection: Notice the different marks you made on your paper. What did you 
see or hear that inspired you to make those marks?

Find a gallery that you are drawn to.
As you move around the gallery, write a word for each thing you notice. Arrange 
the words into a poem.

Reflection: Read your poem aloud to yourself or someone else.
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G
ALLERY O

R EXH
IBITIO

N
:

A gallery 
is a room 
or smaller 

space within 
a museum 

where art is 
displayed.
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Find an artwork that connects to you!
Find an artwork that reminds you of your community, neighborhood, friends, 
family, or something else in your life. Write about or draw what feels familiar 
to you.

Reflection: What did you learn about yourself by doing this activity?

Fill these pages with more ideas, 
drawings, or doodles.
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