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About the “El Movimiento de la Serpiente Approximately 9,000 years

ago, Teocintl or Teocintle was
nurtured into becoming the
most sacred plant for
Mesoamerican cultures: corn.

This was a collaborative research project about
non-human and human migrations. It was created
in a collaborative rhizomatic process focused on
Mesoamerican cultures and ecosystems.

This collaboration between
humans and teocintle also
gave birth to deep forms of
spirituality for which corn is
central. In ancient sacred
stories, humans were created
from corn.

It was made, designed, painted, stitched, cut,
folded by many others, including you.

Mayan creation mythology. lllustrated here
is grandmother Xmucanei and grandfather
Ixpiyakok. Xmucanei is grinding corn to
create the first humans.

Text by:
Beatriz Cortez
Douglas Carranza
Karla Aguiniga
Tanya Aguiniga
Natalie Godinez

Design by:
Karla Aguiniga

Drawings by:
Natalie Godinez & Tanya’/Aguiniga

Samples colected by Dr. Ariel Alvarez, in Erongaricuaro, Michoacan; Photo: J. M. Hernandez.
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Potatoes are a tuber and grow
under the ground.

A symbol of French, Dutch or Irish
cultures, potatoes are not native to
Europe. They migrated there in the
1500s as a result of European colo-
nization of the Americas. Originally,
potatoes were grown in the Andes
in ancient times

According to the Potato Interna-
tional Center, which preserves
potatoes’ biodiversity, over 4000
varieties of potatoes continue to
exist in the Andes. Potatoes have
migrated all over the world. Today,
potatoes are grown as far as China,
the United States, Ukraine, India.
However, the greatest variety of
potatoes continues to exist in Peru.

Potatoes were the first vegetable
grown in space, at the International
Space Station.
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Avocado

Avocados are a source of vitamins

and minerals as well as non-saturated fat.
They originated in Mesoamerica,
particularly what is now Guatemala, El
Salvador, and Honduras as well as in cen-
tral Mexico. Avocados were also grown
thousands of years ago in some parts of
South America. Their name derives from
the nahuatl word ahuacatl. In Mexico and
_Central Amenga 't. is known as aguacate, Lty Kormi kel svnergiees Wik e
in South America itis known as palta, a Janaab- Pacal’s sarcophagus
word derived from the Quechua. et 20081621
Avocados were brought from what is now El Salvador and
Guatemala to California by the United Fruit Company and
other efforts to bring crops for profit to California. Avocados
are the state fruit of California today.

Today, almost half of the avocados produced in the world
are grown in the mountains of Michoacan. The production of
avocados as a monocrop in this region has greatly impacted
the environment, producing deforestation in the mountains of
Michoacan, reducing biodiversity, polluting the environment
with pesticides, etc.

Avocado exports produce millions of dollars annually, and as
aresult, production and trade has been linked to organized
crime,
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Ceiba Trees

A ceibais alarge tree that is
able to store water, forming
a belly inits trunk. It has
large thorns throughout its
entire body. It is lush and
beautiful and its seed pods
shed cotton-like fibers that
can be used for pillows and
blankets. The root system

of a ceiba tree is also large
and it expands deep into the
earth. For this reason, since
ancient times people in
Mesoamerica believe that a ceiba is a portal to the Underworld
and a way to reach the sky. A Ceibais a sacred tree for the
Maya and other ancient Meso-
american cultures, and there are
representations of a ceiba tree
in ancient ceramic, in stone, and
in codices.

Page 76-75 from Madrid Codex

In contemporary times, ceiba
trees grow all over Los Angeles,
they were brought here from
places as far south as Brazil and
also from Central America and
southern Mexico.

Photo by Beatriz Cortez
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Oranges

Oranges were brought from India
and other regions of the world to
California as part of a program
called Agricultural Explorers created
by the US Department of Agricul-
ture. Historic orange plantations

still exist in the San Fernando Valley
as well as in the San Gabriel Valley
today.

Dates

Dates are native to the Persian Gulf area of
the middle east, where they have been
cultivated for at least 6000 years, longer
than many other fruit crops. Date plantations
were established in the Coachella, Indio, La
Quinta, and 29 Palms as part of an effort to
bring new crops to California for profit. 95%
of all date harvesting in the United States
happens in the Coachella Valley in the
Southern California desert.
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Cranes

Each year cranes from all over the Americas
gather in Nebraska. It takes more than one
generation to make the journey there. The
information and coordinates for the journey
are transmitted from generation to gener-
ation, making visible the role of intergen-
erational memory in the process of their
migration.

Cranes fly over borders, seeking their place
of gathering with thousands of other cranes
on the banks of the rivers in Nebraska.

Mayan ceramic owl figure from Chiapas
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Owls

Unlike in Western traditions, where owls are a symbol of
death, owls in Mesoamerica carry positive meanings of life
and survival. They are considered messengers with a deep
connection to the spiritual world.

Owls migrate in different patterns. They cross borders all the
way from the Arctic across Canada and the United States
and into Mexico and Central America. Some types of owls
migrate searching for warmer weather. Other types of owls
have periodic migrations, every 3 to 4 years. They migrate
further south for reasons unknown.

Owils often migrate at night.

Tecolote (owl) from Codex Borgia
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Salmon

The annual reproduction of Salmon'’s is celebrated in many
indigenous Pacific Northwest cultures. Salmon undertake
long and strenuous journeys during their migrations from
freshwater to the ocean. Some salmon travel thousands of
miles during their lifetime. Sockeye salmon from the Pacific
Northwest might swim up to 4,000 miles round trip from the
ocean to their spawning grounds. They navigate long dis-
tances to return to the exact stream or river where they were
born to reproduce. This ability to find their way home is not
completely understood but is believed to involve a combina-
tion of geomagnetic cues, sense of smell, and memory. After
reproduction salmon often die, and their carcasses provide
important nutrients to rivers ecosystem.




"PIp Way} jo om1 Ing Auneib syues ayl inoyum sbuim

Jiauy Buipuedxa sannoyip pey AdU L ‘6002 ‘¥ PUE g 08 U0
pabiawsa sa|anng aaiy) e pue Jelgey Aanng Auaelb
o1, e apisul pade|d atam siejidiales ay] uoiels aoceds
[BUONEU2IU| 3} O] 1USS 24aMm pue Snuejy apinysaoeds
pleoqe pade|d aiam ste|idis1ed 831yl 00Z ‘91 JOQUIBAON UQ

SIS USBS NOA aneH JSIUIA
B} 4o} BILIOJED) 01 YINOS 8)elbiw epeue)) pue Saiels sauun
2y} Jo sued [enuad pue uisisem ayy ul suoieindod Ui

"YINOS S8l QOQ'E 19N0 SjAe

pUE ‘syiuow g 01 dn 19Buo| yonw Saal uoiesauab y1inoy ay |
‘Yiou diny 8yl 8xew 0} suonelauab a1y} Sa¥E) Yl PUB Seam
g Aprewixoidde sen| saHeIINg 8S8Y1 JO YOBT 'BPBUED JO
sped UIBUINOS Se |[om SE 'SAIEIS Paliun UIgiSam-pIll PUB
"UJI1SET BU1 Ul SUONEDO| JUSIS)p 01 YlIou 31elBill SYDIBUON
'S3IIHaNNG YOJBUOK WO UIES| UBD 9M 1BY) YONW S 218y |

Whales

Whales migrate in pods. They have vocal chords and it is
believed that each pod has a certain type of language or form
of communication. The song of the whale moves through the
water forming networks of communication and long distance
conversations as they travel south to north and north to
south.

Whaling became a practice that could be defined as the
genocide of the whales. Throughout the late nineteenth and
early twentieth century whales were killed in massive num-
bers in order to use their blubber to provide heat and to light
up entire cities in Europe and the United States. During the
industrial revolution whale oil became a common lubricant for
machines. Whaling is now illegal in most countries around the
world. Whales survived their genocide.

Remnants of beluga whales in the Arctic Circle. Photo by Beatriz Cortez.
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It is believed that there is a whale of interspecies
nature that sings at 52 hertz, outside hearing range
for all other whales. This whale, also known as 52
Blue or 52, has been recorded traveling the oceans
around the world. It is believed to be alone because
no other whales can hear its call. To this day, no one
has seen it or determined its migration patterns.
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The Olmec
2500 or 1800 BCE -
100 or 400 CE

Olmec people emerged (in
what is now Veracruz and Ta-
basco) and moved from there
to other places, especially

to trade. The Olmec worked
in large basalt stones and
small jade and other precious
stones but they also made
wood carvings and worked in
painting. Their most ephemer-
al paintings did not survive but
some of their cave paintings
did. Olmec ideas about the
cosmos or about the under-
world, the sacred nature of a
jaguar, or the movement of
mountains, as well as forms
of art including facial fea-
tures, carving stone stelae,
making thrones and altars in
stone, making headdresses in
feathers and other precious
materials, have been found in
Teotihuacan, in Tenochtitlan
(today Mexico city) and in
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Maya art. The Olmec traveling
ideas and forms of art are
evidence of their migration.
The Olmec had trade routes
along the Pacific coast all the
way to Chalchuapa, in what is
now El Salvador, this is more
than 500 miles away from the
Olmec heartland.

Some of the Olmec monu-
ments have also migrated,
sometimes out of their
context, sometimes against
their will.

San Lorenzo Monument 1, an Olmec statue
carved from basalt between 1200 and 900
B.C., being installed in front of the Seagram
Buiding in Manhattan. The statue is now in
the collection of the Xalapa Anthropology
Museum in the state of Veracruz, Mexico.
May 18, 1965. Credit: Eddie Hausner/The New
Times
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The Mexica (Aztec)
1800 CE. -1523 - present

The Mexica migrated, according to their own story of cre-
ation, from Aztlan, which is believed to be located in today's
state of Nayarit, in what is now Mexico. They established an
empire, the great city of Tenochtitlan in central Mexico over
lake Texcoco, and they grew an empire that expanded all
over Mesoamerica. The Aztec traded, and labored in different
territories in order to maintain this empire.
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The Spaniards, Portuguese and French
1492 - 1821

Casta painting containing complete
zel of 16 casta combinations {racial
classifications in Spanish colonies
in the Americas). Qil on canvas, 148
cmx 104 cm (58 1/4 inches x 40
1518 inches). Museo Nacional del
Virreinato, Tepotzotlan, Mexico

The Europeans arrived with ideas about nobility

and considered labor a sign of inferiority so they tried
to enslave as many people as possible. They also
brought ideas about purity of the blood, which
created hierarchies and was the foundation of a
system of racism that survives until present times all
over Latin America and among immigrants in the
United States. During this period the Europeans colo-
nized, destroyed, and enslaved Indigenous peoples in
the Americas in the name of Catholicism.
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Image from Equal Justice Initiative

African forced migrations
1521-1863

For the most part, Black migrations
were not voluntary, they were forced
and were a result of the enslavement
of African peoples. While slavery was
eliminated in other territories much
earlier, in the United States, slavery
was abolished in 1863 through the
Emancipation Proclamation.
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The Panama Canal

The construction of the Panama Canal required the destruc-
tion of the northern tip of the Andes using dynamite. It also
required leveling two oceans that at this juncture are not at
the same sea levels. The construction of the Panama Canal
required the construction of a series of locks capable of ele-
vating and lowering cargo ships in order to accelerate global
trade at the cost of human casualties.

This passage and the
control of global trade
was desired by the Span-
jiards since the 1500s and
the French in the 19th
century. The construction
of the Panama Canal

by the French brought
thousands of Jamaicans,
and Caribbean workers
as well as large numbers
of Chinese construction
workers. Over 20, 000
workers died in the
process.
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The French government
abandoned the canal project,
and the workers were left

in the future republic of
Panama.

Between 1904- 1914, the US constructed the Panama Canal
and supported the creation of the new republic of Panama
that also brought more people from the Caribbean and the
United States to work and finish the most destructive
ecological project in the region during the XX century.

Image by Douglas Carranza
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The Colorado River / El Rio Colorado

The Colorado River (El Rio Colorado) is a 1450 mile long river
that flows through seven US and two Mexican states. For at
least 8000 years, the river basin has been home to Native
Americans. Dammed by the US in 1935, the Colorado River
ends in the US at the All American Canal, at the base of the

US Mexico border wallin Calexico, CA. Running parallel to the
border, the canal creates deadly rip-current conditions where
over 500 migrants have perished upon entering the US. The All
American Canal and its systems are the largest irrigation canals
in the world, bringing water to farmlands in an area previously
one of the driest on earth. The agricultural runoff from the canal
feed into the Salton Sea, considered by most to be the largest
environmental disaster in California history.

The Colorado River and its neighboring Rio Grande are current-
ly considered one of the most controlled and disputed river
systems in the world. After the 1944 treaty between the US and
Mexico, the US allocated 1.5 million acre feet of water, or 91% to
Mexico each year. In 2018, Constellation Brands, the third larg-
est US Brewer threatened to use the majority of the allocated
Mexican water for American’s beer as they built a massive plant
in the Mexican border city of Mexicali, Heavy protests over the
years have led to the plants’ planned relocation to the interior of
Mexico in 2023-2026.

More recently, on June 22, 2023, The US Supreme Court ruled
that the US did not have any treaty obligation to allocate Colo-
rado River water rights to The Navajo Nation.

The Rio Grande / El Rio Bravo

The Rio Grande is one of the longest rivers in the Amer-
icas and different communities have been nurtured

by its fertile lands for over 12,000 years. Its waters are
considered sacred for Native American peoples. They
flow in lowlands and in high elevation mountain regions,
and they flow long distances. The Rio Grande is the main
water source for several states in what are now both
Mexico and the United States. It has played animport-
ant role in trade and transportation, and in navigation.
However, since the mid 19th century the Rio Grande (Rio
Bravo) has become a marker for the US/ Mexico border,
becoming a symbol of segregation, persecution, vio-
lence, and death. Thanks to anti-immigrant policies such
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Photo by Douglas Carranza

1961-1990

Civil war in Nicaragua that ended the Somoza family dictator-
ship in 1979. More than 125,000 Nicaraguan were killed, and
hundreds of thousands migrated mainly to the US.

1970-1992

The civil war in El Salvador was the result of people asking for
better social and economic conditions. They were repressed
by the military dictatorship where more than 80,000 were
killed. The Salvadoran population migrated to neighboring
countries such as Costa Rica, Mexico, and Belize. But the ma-
jority migrated to the US, today almost 3 million Salvadoran
live in this country. They also migrated to Spain, Sweden and
Italy where today represent aimost 225,000 people living in
those countries. There is also a large colony of Salvadorans
living in Australia.
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Central American Migrations in the
XXl century

1998-2002.

Thousand fled to the US due to environmental hazards such
is the case of hurricane Mitch in 1998 that devasted Hondu-
ras and Nicaragua destroying the banana plantations and
killing almost 30,000 people. In 2001, El Salvador was hit by
two powerful earthquakes that added uncertainty to the
fragile economy of the population.

2008-2023

Massive migration mainly to the US due to gang violence in
El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras. Families joined
massive concentrations of people that together marched in
caravans through Mexico toward the US.

2018-2023
Tens of thousands of Nicaraguans fled the country due to
political instability.

Mahuat School, Nahuizalco, 2023
Photo by Douglas Carranza
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Central American migrations to Mexico and

the United States

The massive migration of
Central American peoples to
the United States began in
the 1980s as a result of the
civil wars that took place in

El Salvador and Guatemala.
These wars, which were
largely funded by the United
States, turned civilian popula-
tions into targets of disap-
pearances, human rights
violations and murder. The
maijority of the immigrants
who came in this decade and
in the first few years in the
1990s were escaping these
wars and were traumatized
by the violence they had
endured. They worked hard
to bring their families and
also to turn their homes

into safe havens for other
immigrants who continued to
arrive. After the wars ended
other reasons generated

the continued migration of

immigrants: the need for
family reunification, but also
poverty and other forms of
violence.

In more recent decades
immigrants from Central
America continue to leave
their countries of origin
searching for opportunities,
safety, the reunification of
their family and escaping
gang and institutional
violence. In Mexico and in
the United States they other
forms of violence: sexual as-
sault, organized crime, drug
violence, and kidnappings.
Immigrants are often turned
into commodities and their
lives and their well-being are
traded for profit.
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Mexican migration to the United States

Mexican people also migrate
to the United States. People
from all over the country but,
especially, from poor, rural
communities in the southern
part of the country. They mi-
grate escaping the violence.
Since 1848, people from Mex-
ico were trapped within the
new US/Mexico border and
were force to initiate a pro-
cesses of family exchange
and communication from
both sides of the border. As a
result, often times their iden-
tities were recreated. The
Mexican revolution of 1910
also generated a massive
migration that culminated

in the resettlement of many
families in the border cities

in the US and beyond. In the
1942 an arranged agreement
between the governments
of the two countries created
the Bracero Program that

Photo by Leonard Nadel. Bracero workers
being fumigated at Hidalgo Processing Cen-
ter, 1956, From the National Museum
of American History

mobilized millions of Mexican
rural workers to US and was
extended with legal modifi-
cation and restrictions until
1964. The economic dispar-
ity in southern Mexico has
forced the movement of en-
tire indigenous communities
to the US. Today hundreds of
thousand Zapotec, Mixtec,
Maya, Purepecha, Coca,
among others continue to
migrate and establishing a
transnational movement that
has become permanent.
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