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HAMMER PROJECTS: ANDRA URSUTA
On view at the Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, March 7 — May 25, 2014

Los Angeles—Andra Ursuta makes work fueled by her
memories and fears. Her sculptures and installations
are often wry, poignant, self-deprecating, melancholic,
nostalgic and apocalyptic. She mixes media such as
cement, plaster, marble, found objects and wood to
develop new ways of viewing the world and processing
her memories and fears. Her latest body of work grew
out of her fear of death, which fuels her obsession with
the subject. She avoids cemeteries but makes
imaginary visits to graveyards as a cathartic exercise.
For the Frieze Art Fair Projects in 2012, she made a
graveyard with marble tombstones featuring abstract,
generic shapes. Her cemetery for this show is even
more abstract: the vault gallery will be transformed
into a shadow graveyard populated with sculptures
that are casts of the shadows of tombstones. In
Ursuta’s deft hands, we are left to wander a shadow
cemetery, empty of souls, yet full of memories.

Hammer Projects: Andra Ursuta is organized by
Hammer curator Ali Subotnick and Emily Gonzalez,
curatorial assistant.

Biography

Andra Ursuta was born in 1979 in Salonta, Romania, and lives and works in New York. She received a BA
in art history and visual arts in 2002 from Columbia University. Ursuta has had several solo shows in New
York and her work has been featured in numerous group exhibitions such as The Encyclopedic Palace,
55th International Venice Biennale, Venice, Italy (2013); Busted, The High Line, New York (2013); Expo |,
MOMA PS1, Long Island City, New York; and Ostalgia, New Museum, New York (2011); and Looking Back
/ The 5th White Columns Annual, White Columns, New York, NY. This is Ursuta’s first solo exhibition in a
United States museum.

Hammer Projects is a series of exhibitions focusing primarily on the work of emerging artists.

Hammer Projects is made possible thanks to the generous support of the Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation;

Image caption: Andra Ursuta. Left: Commerce Exterieur Mondial Sentimental, 2012. Marble, nylon jacket, gaffer tape, coins. 70 x 18 x 24 in. (178
x 46 x 61 cm). Right: Commerce Exterieur Mondial Sentimental, 2012. Marble, nylon jacket, gaffer tape, coins. 70 x 18 x 24 in. (178 x 46 x 61 cm).
Courtesy the artist and Ramiken Crucible, New York. Photo by Uli Holz.


mailto:mkroll@hammer.ucla.edu

Maurice Marciano and Paul Marciano; Susan Bay Nimoy and Leonard Nimoy; and the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors through the Los Angeles County Arts Commission.

Additional support is provided by Good Works Foundation and Laura Donnelley; the City of Los Angeles
Department of Cultural Affairs; the Decade Fund; and the David Teiger Curatorial Travel Fund.

ABOUT THE HAMMER MUSEUM

The Hammer Museum, a public arts unit of the University of California, Los Angeles, is dedicated to
exploring the diversity of artistic expression through the ages. Its collections, exhibitions, and programs
span the classic to the cutting-edge in art, architecture, and design, recognizing that artists play a crucial
role in all aspects of culture and society.

The museum houses the Armand Hammer Collection of Old Master, Impressionist, and Post-
Impressionist paintings and the Armand Hammer Daumier and Contemporaries Collection. The
Hammer’s newest collection, the Hammer Contemporary Collection, is highlighted by works on paper,
particularly drawings and photographs from Southern California. The museum also houses the Grunwald
Center for the Graphic Arts, comprising more than 45,000 prints, drawings, photographs, and artists’
books from the Renaissance to the present; and oversees the management of the Franklin D. Murphy
Sculpture Garden on the UCLA campus.

The Hammer presents major single-artist and thematic exhibitions of historical and contemporary art. It
also presents approximately ten Hammer Projects exhibitions each year, providing international and
local artists with a laboratory-like environment to create new work or to present existing work in a new
context.

As a cultural center, the Hammer offers a diverse range of free public programs throughout the year,
including lectures, readings, symposia, film screenings, and music performances. The Hammer’s Billy
Wilder Theater houses these widely acclaimed public programs and is the new home of the UCLA Film &
Television Archive’s renowned cinematheque.

HAMMER MUSEUM INFORMATION
For current program and exhibition information call 310-443-7000 or visit www.hammer.ucla.edu.

Hours: Tuesday—Friday 11am-8pm; Saturday & Sunday 11am-5pm; closed Mondays, July 4,
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day.

Admission: FREE FOR ALL VISITORS BEGINNING FEBRUARY 9, 2014. Currently: $10 for adults; S5 for
seniors (65+) and UCLA Alumni Association members; free for museum members, students with
identification, UCLA faculty/staff, military personnel, veterans, and visitors 17 and under. The museum is
free on Thursdays for all visitors. Public programs are always free.

Location/Parking: The Hammer is located at 10899 Wilshire Boulevard, at Westwood Boulevard. Parking

is available under the Museum. Rate is $3 for three hours with Museum validation. Bicycles park free.
The Museum is easily accessible via public transportation.

Hammer Museum Tours: For group tour reservations and information, call 310-443-7041.
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