
       
 

Left: Jean Dubuffet, Le Métro, March 1943. Gouache. 14½ × 12 in. (36.8 × 30.5 cm). Centre national d’art et de culture Georges Pompidou, Paris. Musee 
national d’art moderne / Centre de creation industrielle. Photography by Philippe Migeat. © 2016 Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York / ADAGP, Paris. 
Middle: Jean Dubuffet, La fermière (The Farmer’s Wife), March 1955. Assemblage of imprints: collage of cut india-ink imprints with brush and ink, 
mounted on paperboard. 20½ × 25¼ in. (52 × 64 cm). The Pierre and Tana Matisse Foundation. Photography by Christopher Burke Studio. © 2016 Artists 
Rights Society (ARS), New York / ADAGP, Paris. 
Right: Jean Dubuffet, Portrait de Jean Paulhan (Portrait of Jean Paulhan), July 1955. Butterfly wings and ink on paper laid on paper. 12 5/8 × 9½ in. (32.1 × 
42.1 cm). Collection of Judy and Marc Herzstein. Photography by Thomas R. DuBrock. © 2016 Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York / ADAGP, Paris. 
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Hammer Museum Presents Dubuffet Drawings, 1935-1962 
Nearly 100 works on paper from the artist’s most innovative years 

On view January 29 – April 20, 2017 

 

       
 
(Los Angeles, CA) — This January, the Hammer Museum presents the West Coast debut of Dubuffet 
Drawings, 1935–1962, the first in-depth museum exhibition of works on paper by French artist Jean 
Dubuffet (1901–1985). Rejecting conventional notions of beauty and good taste, Dubuffet asserted that 
invention and creativity could only be found outside traditional cultural channels. Inspired by children’s 
drawings, graffiti, and the art of psychiatric patients, he emulated the immediacy of the untrained and 
untutored. He often turned to drawing, a medium in which he could indulge his passion for research and 
experimentation.  
 
Dubuffet Drawings, 1935-1962 includes almost one hundred drawings from Dubuffet’s most innovative 
decades and features rarely seen works borrowed from private and public collections in France and the 
United States. His favorite subjects were mundane activities of everyday life—taking the subway, 
bicycling in the countryside—but he also tackled traditional genres like the portrait, the female nude, 
and the landscape, all the better to subvert expectations with his outrageous depictions. Insatiably 
curious, Dubuffet explored unorthodox materials and techniques, instilling into his drawings a sense of 
adventure that has kept them vibrant and relevant to this day. Organized by The Morgan Library & 
Museum in New York, the exhibition and catalogue were extensively researched by curator Isabelle 
Dervaux and her colleagues. The Hammer presentation is organized by chief curator Connie Butler, who 
also contributed an essay to the catalogue. 
 
“Dubuffet’s innovation and insatiable curiosity will delight the L.A. audience in this exhibition organized 
by The Morgan Library & Museum,” said Ann Philbin, director of the Hammer Museum. “This exhibition 
brings back into focus an artist whose experimental work influenced generations of artists." 
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Catalogue 
A fully-illustrated catalogue will accompany Dubuffet Drawings, 1935-1962, by Isabelle Dervaux 
(Acquavella Curator of Modern and Contemporary Drawings, The Morgan Library & Museum), Margaret 
Holben Ellis (Director of the Thaw Conservation Center, The Morgan Library & Museum), Lindsey Tyne 
(Assistant Paper Conservator, The Morgan Library & Museum), Alex Potts (Max Loehr Collegiate 
Professor, Department of History of Art, University of Michigan), and Connie Butler (Chief Curator, The 
Hammer Museum). Co-published by The Morgan Library & Museum and Thomas & Hudson, the 
hardcover book is 224 pages with 150 illustrations. This catalogue is the first major publication devoted 
to works on paper by Dubuffet, one of the most important French artists of the 20th century. 
 
Related Programs 
The Hammer Museum will be offering a full slate of public programs to accompany and expand upon the 
exhibition, including a talk with MoMA curator Jodi Hauptman, artist walkthroughs with Richard 
Hawkins and Sterling Ruby, and exhibition tours with Hammer chief curator Connie Butler and 
curatorial associate Emily Gonzalez-Jarett. Additional screenings, poetry readings, exhibition 
walkthroughs, performances, workshops, panels and lectures will be added. Visit hammer.ucla.edu for a 
full list of related programs.  

Exhibition Credit 
Dubuffet Drawings, 1935-1962 is organized by The Morgan Library & Museum, New York. The exhibition 
is curated by Isabelle Dervaux, Acquavella Curator of Modern and Contemporary Drawings at The 
Morgan Library & Museum. The Hammer’s presentation is curated by Connie Butler, chief curator, with 
Emily Gonzalez-Jarrett, curatorial associate. 
 
About the Hammer Museum 
The Hammer Museum at UCLA offers exhibitions and collections that span classic to contemporary art, as well as 
programs that spark meaningful encounters with art and ideas. Through a wide-ranging, international exhibition 
program and the biennial, Made in L.A., the Hammer highlights contemporary art since the 1960s, especially the 
work of emerging and under recognized artists. The exhibitions, permanent collections, and nearly 300 public 
programs annually—including film screenings, lectures, symposia, readings, music performances, and workshops 
for families—are all free to the public. 
  
Hammer Museum Information 
Admission to all exhibitions and programs at the Hammer Museum is free, made possible through the generosity 
of benefactors Erika J. Glazer and Brenda R. Potter. Hours: Tuesday–Friday 11 a.m.–8 p.m., Saturday & Sunday 11 
a.m.–5 p.m. Closed Mondays and national holidays. Hammer Museum, 10899 Wilshire Boulevard at Westwood, 
Los Angeles. Onsite parking $6 (maximum 3 hours) or $6 flat rate after 6 p.m. Visit hammer.ucla.edu for details or 
call 310-443-7000. 

http://hammer.ucla.edu/programs-events/
http://artandpractice.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=342c20223e4234403a9a6554f&id=d78d6d7e14&e=e4bb6bacd2

