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AIL COLLINS

"he Three
Jonald

‘rumps Speak

sar Advice Lady: Everybody is saying
w reasonable President Trump
unded in his big speech to Congress, but
made me crazy! I was yelling at the TV
ewhole time, If he bothers me this much
hen he's trying to be statesmanlike, how
n I going to make it through four years?

-Sincerely, Can't Stand Trump

ear Can't Stand Trump: Prioritize. Ifev-
ything he says makes you start howling,
sur loved ones are going to stop paying
tention to you. Or lock you in the attic.

- Advice Lady

J8.T.: The stock market is booming after
lat speech! Just because they didn't
ave to haul him off in a straitjacket!
here’s such a thing as setting the bar too
W

.L.: The key to understanding our presi-
ent is to realize there are three versions.
mscripted Trump is the one who ob-
esses about crowd size and expresses
omplete astonishment that constructing
.national health care plan is hard, That's
he one we worry will stari a nuclear war.

58.T.: So the Dow went up 300 points be-
:ause Unscripted didn't show up to ad-
iress Congress?

A.L.: Yep. The second version is Reason-
able Chatiing Trump, R.C.T. is the one who
had pre-speech gatherings with journal-
ists it which he mused about passing im-
migration law reform and making the
Dreamers legal. Everyone was very excit-
ed until it became clear this had Do rela-
tion to anything he was actually planning
to say in public.

If you ever have an opportunity to sit
down with the president for a private con-
versation, let me warn you: He's going to
be totally open to all your suggestions, nod
frequently and leave you with the impres-
sion that you've scored a huge break-
through. But he will ot remember a thing
that you discussed. In fact, he’ll have for-
gotteneverything the minute you said it.

C.5.T.: Then he walked in front of Con-
gress and became Version 37

AL.: Yes, the guy with the teleprompter.
We will call him Somewhat Normal Re-
publican Trump, or SNORT.

C.S.T.: When he started off with a call for
unity against anti-Semitismn, I threw my
sock at the screen. Just a couple of weeks
ago, someone asked him about attacks on
Jewish institutions and he just quoted his
Electoral College numbers.

A.L.: True, we don't normally expect to
have to educate our new presidentsinhow
to express disapproval of anti-Semitism.
But just be glad he seems to have ab-
sorbed the lesson.

C.S.T.: Only when he has a teleprompter.

A.L.: If you want to find something to
throw your footwear at, take a closer look
at those brief remarks condemning “hate
and evil in all of its very ugly forms.”
Trump began with a nod to Black History
Month, then decried threats against Jew-
ish commumity centers and vandalism
against Jewish cemeteries “as well as last
week's shooting in Kansas City.”

You'd think there'd be a little more at-
tention to the “shooting,” which wasin fact
the murder of a tech worker from India
that is being investigated as a hate crime.

€.8.T.: It wasn't even in Kansas City! It
wras in Olathe, Kan.!

A.L.: OK, that's a tad over-obsessive.
The sheoting involved two young men
w}_l_o had come to the United States as

‘tiases, more relationships

(o e o0 0
en Get ‘Chick Flicks! What About Men?

Asia or the Middle East, and so tojustify whatever this
country might try to do there. Movie violence also
diverts attention from the fact that, since Sept. 1,
more American women have been murdered by
their husbands or boyfriends than Americans
have been killed in those attacks, the Trag
war, and the long war in Afghanistan —
combined.

Al-the movies that portray vio-
ence against women, preferably
beautiful, sexy, half-naked wom

Gloria Steinem

WhHen a long delay on the tarmac prompted the air-
line to offer us a free movie. As the flight attend-
[l ant read the choices aloud, a hg-FRaL ACr0ss
the aisle said, “T don't watchy

1 knew what he meant, al
the woman sitting next to me. A
“chick flick” is one that has
fiore . dialogue than car

than g eCLs, for teenage boys, and sadistic

&3S rapists and serial killers for
1w 7 adult males, plus
trarfromr—iow - They get humiliations and deaths of
ittt uppity women for the well-ed-

T v;rasn’t challenging his ucated misogynist.

preference, but 1 did question All the movies that por-
the logic of his term. After ali, tray female human beings
much of what we read as great as the only animals on

literature in school may well have
been called “chick lit,” especially if
it had been written by women.

Think abour it: If “Anna Karenina" had
been by Leah Tolstoy, or “The Scarlet Letter”
by Nancy Hawthorne or “A Doll's House” by
Henrietta Ibsen — if “The Invisible Man" had
been “The Invisible Woman” — would they have
been hailed as classics? Suppose Shakespeare had
really been the Dark Lady who some people still think
he/she was. I bet most of her plays and ali of her sonnets
would have been dismissed as ye olde Elizabethan chicklit,
and buried until they were resurrected by stubborn femi-
nist scholars of today.

Indeed, as long as men are taken seriously when they write
about the female half of the world — and women are not taken
seriously when writing about ourselves, much less about men
and public affairs — the list of Great Authors will be more
about power than talent, more about opinion than experience.

Still, this was not the problem of the guy on the plane. He
was justtrying to find amovie he wanted to watch. His “chick
flick™ label might help him avoid certain movies, but should-
n't he have a label to guide him toward movies he actually
liked?

I realized the problem began with the fact that adjec-
tives are mostly required of the less powerful. Thus, there
are “novelists” and “female novelists,” “African-Ameri-
can doctors” but not “European- American doctors,”

“gay soldiers” but not “heterosexual soldiers,” “trans-
gender activists” but not *cisgender activists.

As has been true forever, the person with the power
takes the noun — and the norm — while the less,
powerful requires an adjective. Thus, my fellow ;
passenger was left with only haif a guide.

Bias is, as always, unfair to everyone.
Inspired by the blood-and-guts, monosyl-
labic war movie that had taken us off the

ir, realized the an-

earth that seek out and

enjoy their own subor-

dination and pain

From such white-

washed versions of

prostitution as “Pretty

Woman” (literally

whitewashed, since
women of color are dis-
proportionately prosti-
tuted) to such complex
plots as  “Boxing
Helena,” a man’s dream
about amputating the
arms and legs of a rebel-
lious woman who, when
she is living in a box, falls in
love with him — all provide media

justification and how-to manuals for sadists.

As you can see, this one simple label could guide
men like the guy on the plane through the diversity
of features, as well as the TV series we binge-
watch. It could afso help women, and empathetic
men, to know what to avoid.

However, [ am just optimistic enough to believe
that, if that young man were to experience a deri-

The guy on the plane just
wanted to pick a movie. A
new category would help.

sive adiective himself, he, too, might feel limited

and gradually explore beyond it. Then, a wom-
an-directed war movie like “The Hurt Locker”

could show him that close-up combat was

not as simple as it was macde to seem on

the back lot, and the latest in the “Star
Wars” franchise could make him cheer
a female heroine,

He would also be rewarded by such
irresistible movies as “Hidden Fig-
ures,” about three African-American
women whose brainpower fueled the
Armerican space program, or two such
universal stories as the lost boys and
found men in “Lion” and “Moonlight.”

These movies meet the “chick flick”
entrv-level test of being Tiore about
people than special eliects, mote about
AtionSHips than chasgs. And in the
Academy Awards season that just closed,

all three went a long way toward ending
the division of yman beings into the pow-
erful but made-up categories of race and
gender. As Tarell Alvin McCraney, the play-
wright Whose life is 1605€ly represented by
“Moonlight,” has said: “We think of ourselves
as more educated when we talk about homopho-

swer by the time of
af a “chick flick” is 3

Not only would this tefTi s€rve movie
marketers well, it would add to the lexi-
con of literary critics. For example, it
could characterize a lot of contempo-
rary fiction — works from Philip
Roth and Bret Easton Ellis, for ex-
ample — as well as the plays of
David Mamet. It could also guide
readers to preferred nonfiction,
from the classics of Freud to the
coliected radio ravings of Rush
Limbaugh and the tweets of
Donald Trump.

Most of all, this new and
simple label could guide
confused viewers through
the thicket of download-
able movies to these types
of attractions:

All the movies that glorify
World War II. From classics
starring John Wayne and Ron-
ald Reagan, both masterful ac-
tors who portrayed heroism
without ever leaving the studio
back Iot, to Steven Spielberg’s
“Saving Private Ryan,” in
which er-—would

homophobia, it's anti-ferninism. It’s really misogy-
ny dressed up, or pointed at men.”
So, yes, we may be beginning to get beyond dividing
the world of movies into “chick flicks” and that other
term, too. (Editorial sensibilities are not yet quite
equal, thus That PArTICHErc* word 15 TMTEsITICed,

cyed, Hollywood may have spent
ore money on making movies
bout World War I than was spenton
ighting it. No wonder, because that was
the last war in which this country was clearly rig

i TTS past presidential election was partly a
backlash against the challenge to and loss of out-
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Trump began with a nod to Black History
Month, then decried threats against Jew-
ish community centers and vandalism
against Jewish cemeteries “as well as last
week’s shooting in Kangas City”

Youwd think there'd be a little more at-
tention to the “shooting,” which was in fact
the murder of a tech worker from India
that is being investigated as a hate crime,

C.8.1.: It wasn't even in Kansas City! It
was in Olathe, Kan.!

* AL.: 0K, that’s a tad over-obsessive,
The shooting involved two young men
i who had come to the United States as
\college students, liked it here and stayed
{legally. The gunman apparently thought
Jhey were Iranian and demanded to know
“what they were doing in this couniry. One
was left dead and the other injured. A by-
stander who tried to intervene was
wounded. The president never personally
tommented on it before the speech, where
it got nine words.
¢ If you suspect Donald Trump doesn’t
want to call attention to the violent emo-
tions he may be stirring up with his rants
against immigrants and people from cer-
tain Muslim-majority nations, feel free.

C.8.T.: And what about his rants about the
inner cities? I hate it when he acts as if ev-
ery place with black people is a death
zone. But you can't just say, “Stop picking
n Chicago's murder rate”

\.L.: Try yelling: “Yes! Crack down on
Sun sales to gangs!” He finds it upsetting
‘when anybody suggests the problem with
/ Bun viclence is guns,

C.S.%.: 1 think I could definitely do that,

A.L.: You could also try giving Tramp a
thumbs-up whenever he says something
you agree with. It'll make you feel fair-
minded, and if he ever found out, it would
confuse the heck out of him.

C.5.T.: There is nothing I agree with.

A.L.: What about lots of infrastructure
spending?

C.5.T.: He'll spend it on the wrong things,
A.L.: You really are tough.

C.S.L: In an hourlong speech, the only
thing he said about the environment was
that he wanted to “invest in women's
health and to promote clean air and clean
water,”

" AL.: Well, that was SNORT reading. Rea-
sonable Chatting Trump is crazy about the
environment. He’s even worried about cli-

‘mate change. Just ask him, before he for-
gets. And Donald the Unscripted thinks
environmentalism is an evil plot by the
same people who bussed millions of un-
registered noncitizens to the polls to dilute
his election triumph,

Take your pick. They'll ail be around for
the next four years, £

W1 QWL QL EEULID .

All the movies that glorify
World War II, From classics
starring John Wayne and Ron-
ald Reagan, both masterful ac-
tors who portrayed heroism
without ever leaving the studio
back let, to Steven Spielberg’s
“Saving Private Ryan in
which

ore money on making movies
bout World War 11 than was spenton

lieving that we still are?

ighting it. No wonder, because that was :
e fast war in which this country was clearly right.
out continuing reminders of it, how are we/'to

t-glorify_Vietnam:-bfoody re-
gional wars and now, the war on terrorism. These
may not be as much fun ic watch — Vietnam was the
first major war we lost, and we haven’t been so great
about stopping terrorism either — yet such movies do
allow us to see mass mayhem in, say, Africa or South
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erful but made-up categories of race ;

gender. As Tarell Alvin McCraney, the pl

" wright Whose life is od3ely represented
“Moonlight,” has said: “We think of oursel
as more educated when we talk about homop
bia. But at the end of the day, if we look at all ¥

homophobia, it's anti-feminism. TE's really miso,

ny dressed up, or pointed at men”

5o, yes, we may be beginning to get beyond divid

the world of movies into “chick flicks” and that otl

term, too.
equal, thus tha

(Editorial sensibilities are not yet qu
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15 past presidential election was partl

backlash against the challenge to and 1oss of o
dated gender roles.
Still, I am learning, and I bet the young m
onthe plane is learning, that seeing whole pr
ple on screen is helping us to become whi
people, t00.

GLORIA STEINEM is ¢ founder of Ms. maga-
zine and of the Women's Media Center,

What Donald Trump Gets Right on Trade

Alan Tonelson
WASHINGTON

HATEVER confusion peo-

ple might have about Presi-

dent Trump's agenda, his

position on trade and manu-
facturing is crystal clear “T believe
strongly in free trade, but it also has to be
fair trade,” he said in his address to Con-
gress Tuesday night. He called for corpo-
rate tax reform and export incentives, and
helashed out at Nafta and China for drain-
ing America’s manufacturing base.

Mr. Trump’s stance on trade is one of his
most popular positions, but many econo-
mists and policy makers are skeptical:
They say that rapid automation will ne-
Bate any gains made in bringing manufac-
turing jobs back, while the tariffs and
other policies he has suggested using will
ignite disastrous trade wars,

The doubters are wrong on both points.
American manufacturing's most ad-
vanced sectors remain big employers, and
much of their payroll shrinkage stems
from predatory competition from high-
and low-wage countries, as well as off-
shoring by American multinationals. And
the trade-war alarmists overlook the
matchless, yet overwhelmingly ne-
glected, leverage America holds over the
global economy.

Although cheap, labor-intensive goods
often come to mind when Americans think
of job-displacing imports, the more capi-
tal-and technology-intensive segments of
manufacturing have hardly been immune,

Sectors like motor vehicles and parts,
pharmaceuticals, telecommunications
equipment, nonelectrical machinery (Jike
machine tools, farm machinery and
power-generating turbines) and industri-
al chemicals add up to nearly half of manu-
facturing’s enormous, chronic anmual
trade deficits nowadays.

Such sectors still employ millions of
Americans, For example, more than
947,900 jobs are currently found in auto-
motive preduction (including 145,700 in
the highest-value segments, like engines
and powertrains and their parts), nearly

And what his critics
don’t understand about
manufacturing.

360,000 in semiconductor and related
manufacturing, more than one mitfion in
machinery and inere than 200,000 in phar-
maceuticals, And a recent Commerce De-
partment report indicates that in 2014
their trade shortfalls alone - leaving
aside any impact from labor-saving tech-
nologies — cost more than 200,600 jobs,
both in the industries themselves and
throughout their American supply and lo-
gistics chains,

Since then, moreover, trade deficits in
advanced manufacturing have worsened,
and the stagnation of productivity growth
suggests that the robots have been replac-
ing fewer workers. So trade-related job

loss in these sectors surely has grown —
and smart, pro-domestic manufacturing
poiicies can bring them back,

As for trade-war alarmists, they appar-
ently assume that the same countries that
rely 5o heavily on exports to the United
States for their growth, economic develop-
ment and employment will unleash at-
tacks on their biggest and best custortier,

The United States is not only the world's
biggest single national economy, but for
allits recent sluggishness, it has also gen-
erally been the fastest-growing major
economy, and it is the most open to im-
ports. That’s why it’s the single largest ex-
port market for a fifth of the world’s coun-
tries, That’s why it has remained the
world’s largest consumer of foreign goods,
despite slashing its previously huge pur-
chases of foreign oil. That's largely why
each percentage point of new American
growth lifts global growth by much more
than similar expansion in China, and
nearly as much as growth in the euro area
— which unlike the United States is rela-
tively poor in natural resonrces and needs
to buy many more commodities from
overseas. That's also why nearly all lead-
ing countries and groupings — including
the eurozone — have long-run trade sur-
pluses with the United States.

The United States plays an even more
central role in countries that have come
into Mr. Trump's trade crosshairs. Slow-
growing Mexico, for example, would be
performing much more shuggishly if it
were not able to export the equivalent of
28 percent of its annual economic output
to the United States. Its auto shipments to
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America alone are its biggest generator
foreign exchange reserves.

True, China's economy is stronger ai
gradually becoming less export-depen
ent than Mexico's, but its growth slo
down has been crucially contained by tl
5600 billion (by its own dubious coun
global trade surplus it amassed last ye
— nearly half of which is run with t}
United States. Indeed, China’s sales -
America constituted 4.4 percent of its a
nual economic output in 2015,

Further, the numbers don't tell tt
whole story. After all, governments in i
stitutionally weak countries like Mexic
or undemocratic countries like Chin;
tend to stay in power by lifting national li
ing standards. Losing unfettered access
the American market could undermip
the leaderships in both countries.

It's unclear which trade measures M
Trump will use to draw factories and the
workers stateside. Nor has he announce
domestic policies to aid these efforts, Bu
the official manufacturing job and trad
statistics make entirely obvious that th
rewards to the American economy will b
substantial. And as Mr. Trump’s speech o
Tuesday made clear, America has a pres
dent who understands its ample power t
reap them. L

ALAN TONELSON , the founder of Re-
alityChek, a blog on economic and na-
tional security policy, and the quthor of
“The Race to the Bottom,” advised both
the Trump and Sanders campaigns on
trade policy.
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